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THE STORY OF A LECTURE

I do not know how far the story is correct, and I cannot
verify it as both the actors are no more aiive.   But here it
is as I heard it. A lecture by Mrs. Besant on Jainism had
been notified somewhere in Madras. My uncle was accom-
panying her on her tour at that time.   She developed high
fever on the day, and everyone advised that the lecture
should be cancelled. She said she would go through with it
at any cost, since it had been notified. She asked my uncle
to tell her something about Jainism, and he told her the
intricacies of that philosophy in a few brief sentences.   Her
fever at the time of the lecture was so high that my uncle
had almost to carry her from the entrance of the lecture
hall to the dais. He was a strong man physically except
when he was down with asthma, which he regularly was,
during the winter months, unless at the seaside. Mrs. Besant
could hardly stand, and she had to be held while she was
standing. She could never speak sitting. Soon she warmed
up and treated her audience to an hour's fervid eloquence
on Jain Philosophy. My uncle is reported to have told the
person who passed on this story to me, that the main ideas
of Jainism were what he had communicated to her, but if he
himself had tried even for a whole lifetime he could not
have put them in the language she did ! He knew the
English language remarkably well, and was an omnivorous
^reader of English books, and moreover he was by no means
a modest man and was Justly proud of his knowledge. I
believe Mrs. Besant herself once spoke or wrote about him
as an encyclopedia of information.